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9th Prague Space Security Conference
Space Races Reimagined: Lunar Ambitions, Ground-Based 
Competition, and Principled Governance
Prague, 14–16 June 2026



CONFERENCE PROGRAM
The conference is held under the auspices of the President of the Czech Republic, Petr Pavel; Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Czech Republic, Petr Macinka; Minister of Defence of the Czech Republic, Jaromír Zůna; Minister of Industry and Trade of the 
Czech Republic, Karel Havlíček; and Minister of Transport of the Czech Republic, Ivan Bednárik.

SUNDAY, 14 JUNE 2026
VENUE: Golden Well Restaurant, U Zlaté Studně 166/4, 118 00 Prague 1

18:00 - 20:00 OPENING RECEPTION (by invitation only) 
    Introduction: Roger W. Robinson Jr., Chairman and Co-Founder,
    Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI) 
    Welcoming Remarks: Amb. Nicholas A. Merrick, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary   
    of the United States of America to the Czech Republic
    Opening Remarks: Rodrigo da Costa, Executive Director, European Union Agency for the Space    
    Programme (EUSPA)

MONDAY, 15 JUNE 2026
VENUE:    The Czernin Palace, The Seat of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic,
    Loretánské nám. 5, 118 00 Prague 1 − Hradčany

7:30 - 8:00  COFFEE AND REGISTRATION

8:00 - 8:05  OPENING SESSION
    Roger W. Robinson Jr., Chairman and Co-Founder, Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI)

8:05 - 8:20  WELCOMING REMARKS  
    Jiří Brodský, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic
8:20 - 8:35  Hon. Thomas G. DiNanno, Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International     
    Security, U.S. Department of State

8:35 - 9:50  PANEL 1: STRATEGIC STABILITY IN AN ERA OF ASYMMETRIC THREATS
    Moderator: Peter Hays, Adjunct Professor, Space Policy and International Affairs, George    
    Washington University
    Speakers: Pascal Faucher, Chairman, EU SST, Defense and Security, Centre national d’études    
    spatiales (CNES)
    Paul Graziani, Chief Executive Officer, COMSPOC
    John Huth, Former Chief of the Office of Space & Counterspace, Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA)   
    and Chief Executive Officer, Huth New Space Consulting
    Holmes Liao, Senior Advisor, Taiwan Space Agency (TASA)
    
9:50 - 10:10  COFFEE BREAK
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10:10 - 11:25  PANEL 2: THE SPACE RACE IN A COMMERCIAL-LED ERA
    Moderator: Hermann Ludwig Moeller, Director, European Space Policy Institute (ESPI)
    Speakers: Stuart Daughtridge, Vice President of Advanced Technology, Kratos
    Yuka Kobayashi, Associate Professor, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London
    Christophe Morand, Adviser for Security of Information and Synergies Between Space, Defence and   
    Civil Industries, Directorate-General for Defence Industry and Space (DG DEFIS), European Commission 
    Kazuto Suzuki, Professor, Graduate School of Public Policy of Science and Technology,
    University of Tokyo; Director, Institute of Geoeconomics, International House of Japan 

11:25 - 12:40  PANEL 3: THE ROLE OF FINANCIAL STATECRAFT IN THE SPACE DOMAIN
    Moderator: Zachary J. Mottl, Chairman, Coalition for a Prosperous America (CPA)
    Speakers: Justin Bernier, Senior Fellow, Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI) 
    Carissa Bryce Christensen, Chief Executive Officer & Founder, BryceTech
    Daniel Hilgert, Head of Space Section, NATO HQ
    Kevin O'Connell, Chief Executive Officer & Founder, Space Economy Rising, LLC

12:40 - 13:40  BUFFET LUNCHEON

13:40 - 13:50  FEATURED GUEST:
    Rodrigo da Costa, Executive Director, European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA)
    Introduced by: Jana Robinson, Managing Director, Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI)

13:50 - 15:05  PANEL 4: CISLUNAR SPACE AS THE NEW FRONTIER OF GEOPOLITICAL COMPETITION
    Moderator: Scott Pace, Director, Space Policy Institute, Elliott School of International Affairs,    
    George Washington University
    Speakers: Namrata Goswami, Professor of Space Security, School of Advanced International    
    Studies at Johns Hopkins University
    Antje Nötzold, Senior Researcher, University of the Bundeswehr
    Masami Onoda, Director, International Relations and Research Department, Japan Aerospace    
    Exploration Agency (JAXA)
    Kohei Taya, Deputy General Manager, Sales & Marketing Department, IHI AEROSPACE

15:05 - 15:25  COFFEE BREAK

15:25 - 16:40  PANEL 5: MILITARY PERSPECTIVE: OPERATIONAL LESSONS AND THE CHANGING
    CHARACTER OF SPACE CONFLICT
    Moderator: John Stopher, Former Principal Assistant to the Secretary of the U.S. Air Force for    
    Space and Senior Fellow, Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI) 
    Speakers: Odysseas Christofi, Chief Executive Officer, ECAPS
    Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka, Director of the Department of Innovation,
    Ministry of National Defense of the Republic of Poland
    Maj. Gen. Brian Sidari, Deputy Chief of Space Operations for Intelligence, United States Space Force (USSF)
    Maj. Gen. Michael Traut, Commander, German Space Command

19:15    GALA DINNER (by invitation only)
    Keynote Speaker: Air Marshal Paul Godfrey, Assistant Chief of Space Operations for Future    
    Concepts and Partnerships, United States Space Force (USSF)
    Introduced by: Roger W. Robinson, Jr., Chairman and Co-Founder, Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI)

TUESDAY, 16 JUNE 2026
VENUE:    The Czernin Palace, The Seat of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic,
    Loretánské nám. 5, 118 00 Prague 1 − Hradčany

8:00 - 8:30  COFFEE AND REGISTRATION

8:30 - 9:45  PANEL 6: PRINCIPLED STEWARDSHIP OF GLOBAL SPACE ACTIVITIES
    Moderator: Deganit Paikowsky, Senior Lecturer, Department of International Relations,
    Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
    Speakers: Amb. Marjolijn van Deelen, EU Special Envoy for Space, European External Action     
    Service (EEAS)
    Col. Tomohiro Okuda, Counsellor, National Space Policy Secretariat Cabinet Office,
    Government of Japan and Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF)
    Gabriel Swiney, Acting Deputy Director, Office of Space Commerce, NOAA, U.S. Department of Commerce
      Clayton Swope, Deputy Director, Aerospace Security Project Senior Fellow,
    Defense and Security Department, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)

9:45 - 10:15  COFFEE BREAK

10:15 -11:30  PANEL 7: ALLIED BURDEN-SHIFTING AND RECONFIGURING AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY (AOR)
    Moderator: Jan Jireš, Former Deputy Minister of Defence and Director General for Defence     
    Policy and Planning at the Ministry of Defence of the Czech Republic and Senior Advisor,     
    Defence and Military Analysis, International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)
    Speakers: Col. Frank Brooks, Deputy Director, Space International Affairs (SAF/IA), United States Air Force
    Dean Cheng, Senior Fellow, George Washington University Space Policy Institute
    Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère, Deputy Commander, French Space Command 
    Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Government & Aerospace, Amazon Web Services (AWS)

11:30 - 11:45  CLOSING REMARKS
    Jana Robinson, Managing Director, Prague Security Studies Institute (PSSI)

11:45 - 14:00  CLOSING LUNCHEON
VENUE: The Czernin Palace, The Seat of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic.
 Loretánské nám. 5, 118 00 Prague 1 − Hradčany
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Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

PRAGUE SECURIT Y STUDIES INSTITUTE (PSSI)
pssi.cz | spacesecurity.eu | #PSSIspace

5

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 

an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  
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Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 
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an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  



Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 
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an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  



Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 
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an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  



Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 
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an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  



Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 
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an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  



Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 
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an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  



Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 

an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  
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Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 

an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  
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Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 

an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  
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Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 

an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
2000 to 2008 and served as Professor of International 
Politics at Hokkaido University until 2020. He served as an 
expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Commit-
tee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 to 
July 2015. He currently serves on many advisory commit-
tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
Space Policy Committee of the Cabinet Office, the Govern-
ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
supervision effort. Prior to NASA, Mr. Swiney was an Attor-
ney Adviser in the State Department’s legal bureau. He led 
the international space law portfolio at State and the U.S. 

delegation to the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee. Mr. Swiney 
was one of the creators of the Artemis Accords and has 
participated in the negotiation of dozens of space coopera-
tion arrangements. Before focusing on space issues, Mr. 
Swiney worked on the use of force, sanctions, and Africa 
legal issues at State. He holds law degrees from Harvard and 
Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
School, and has published on a range of issues.

Clayton Swope
Clayton Swope is the deputy director of the Aerospace 
Security Project and a senior fellow in the Defense and 
Security Department at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). Before joining CSIS, Swope led nation-
al security and cybersecurity public policy for Amazon’s 
Project Kuiper, an initiative to increase global broadband 
access through a constellation of satellites in low Earth orbit. 
While at Amazon, he also worked on cloud policy issues. 
Prior to his time at Amazon, Swope served as a senior advis-
er on national security, space, foreign affairs, and technology 
policy issues for a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. He also worked for more than 14 years at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, serving largely in the Directorate of 
Science and Technology. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame. 

Kohei Taya
Kohei Taya joined IHI in September 2005 and started his 
career at the System Design Group of the Space Develop-
ment Department. He was responsible primarily for the 
development of the GX launch vehicle system as well as the 
LOX/Methane propulsion system. He also took part in some 
conceptual design projects for future space systems and 
products. From March 2015 to January 2020, Kohei was 
transferred to IHI Americas, scouting startup companies and 
developing business with them in Silicon Valley. His activity 
incubated several collaboration projects between startups 
and IHI, such as logistic robots, AI for the energy sector, 
satellite data services, etc. Kohei also started to work as an 
IHI Liaison at DNX Ventures, where IHI is a member of L.P., 
from April 2015. After coming back to Japan, Kohei led global 
business development mainly in the space, defense and 
aircraft composite business for IHI Group. He was assigned 
as the Head of Global Business Development Group at IHI 
AEROSPACE (2020-2023), the Head of Business Strategy 
Group at IHI Corporation (2023-2025), and then to his 
current position at IHI AEROSPACE. At the same time, he was 
engaged in research activities related to future space 

business at Strategic Tech Division and Corporate R&D in IHI 
Corporation. Kohei graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 2005, with an M.S. in aerospace engineering. 
He has been licensed as the Professional Engineer of Japan 
(P.E.jp) (Aerospace) since 2013. He was a member of the 
Astrodynamics Technical Committee in 2013 and 2014 in 
JSASS (Japan Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences). 

Maj. Gen. Michael Traut
Major General Michael Traut is Commander of the German 
Space Command. Born in Tübingen on 18th December 1964, 
Major General Traut is married and has two daughters. He 
joined the Bundeswehr as a conscript in 1983 and received 
his initial officer training at German Air Force Officer School 
in Fürstenfeldbruck. He studied computer science at the 
Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
and later within NATO’s Integrated Air Defence System as 
aircraft controller. He later obtained all tactical air battle 
management operational qualifications. Major General Traut 
served in numerous senior functions in the German Air Force 
and Joint Support Service Headquarters as well as within 
the German Ministry of Defence. He took command of Oper-
ational Air Wing Mazar-e-Sharif/Afghanistan in 2007 and 
served as Commandant of the German Air Force Officer 
School between 2016 and 2020. In 2021, he became Direc-
tor of National Air Operations until 2023, simultaneously 
taking command of the emerging German Space Command. 
Major General Traut is a graduate from Bundeswehr Com-
mand and Staff College Hamburg, Joint Services Command 
and Staff College Bracknell and Royal College of Defence 
Studies London.

Marjolijn van Deelen
Ambassador Marjolijn van Deelen assumed the position of 
EU Special Envoy for Space in February 2024 following 3,5 
years of executing the function of EU Special Envoy for 
Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Her primary mission is 
to represent the EU in multilateral fora dedicated to space, 
with a focus on promoting responsible behaviour in space. 
To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
and consultations. The Special Envoy also has operational 
responsibilities as to the response to possible threats to or 
through the systems and services deriving from the EU 
Space Programme as well as concerning the EU Satellite 
Centre. She cooperates with European Commission 
services and contributes to the development of the security 
aspects of the EU Space Programme as well as all other 

related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
held several posts abroad (to the international organisations 
in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
Jose), as well as positions in The Hague (Europe Division, 
Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
Ms. Van Deelen holds a master’s in Geophysics from the 
University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, as well as a BA in 
Economics from the American University in Washington, DC.   
professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

9th Prague Space Security Conference
Space Races Reimagined: Lunar Ambitions, Ground-Based 
Competition, and Principled Governance
Prague, 14–16 June 2026

PRAGUE SECURIT Y STUDIES INSTITUTE (PSSI)
pssi.cz | spacesecurity.eu | #PSSIspace

15



Justin Bernier
Justin Bernier is a managing partner of 6DI, an open source 
financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. Justin Bernier is also 
CEO of National Security Index, sponsor of a NASDAQ-listed 
exchange-traded fund that offers exposure to emerging 
markets without foreign threat actors. He is a founding 
partner at All Source Investment Management, a financial 
advisory firm focused on private equity and other alternative 
investments. He was previously a Portfolio Manager and 
Alternatives Investment Director at Morgan Stanley. Earlier 
in his career, he worked in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
managing national security initiatives for the Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee and the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and 
Terrorism Risk Assessment. A former U.S. Navy Reserve 
officer, Justin Bernier has served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency’s Asia/Pacific Regional Center and at the Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center-Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, he is a Senior Fellow 
supporting PSSI’s Economic and Financial Statecraft 
Program as well as an Advisor to the Coalition for a Prosper-
ous America. Bernier holds an MBA from Yale, an MA in 
International Relations from Georgetown University, and an 
MPP in International Security & Economic Policy from the 
University of Maryland. His BA is from Fordham University in 
New York City.  

Col. Frank Brooks
Colonel Frank Brooks is the Acting Director of Space Interna-
tional Affairs for the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
International Affairs, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia. In this 
capacity, he assists the Director in her role as principal space 
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Space 
Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, SAF principals, 
and SAF/IA leadership and teams on matters related to 
space-related security cooperation functions spanning 
international agreements and politico-military matters 
related to foreign military sales of space systems and educa-
tion programs. Colonel Brooks has deployed to Iraq in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Brooks deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, 
as the Deputy Commander, Space Forces – Central, the U.S. 
Space Force service component supporting U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM), responsible for operational 
command and control of terrestrial space forces in the 
CENTCOM Area of Responsibility.

Dean Cheng
Dean Cheng is currently a non-resident Senior Fellow at the 
Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, and a non-resident 
fellow with the George Washington University Space Policy 
Institute. He was recently a senior advisor to the China 
program at the US Institute of Peace. In 2022, he retired after 
13 years with the Heritage Foundation, where he was
a senior research fellow on Chinese political and security 
affairs, and wrote on various aspects of Chinese foreign and 
defense policy. Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he 
worked at the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA), a Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center, Science Appli-
cations International Corporation (SAIC), and as an analyst 
with the US Congress’s Office of Technology Assessment.  
He is the author of Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information 
Warfare and Cyber Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 
2016), and China and the New Moon Race (Washington, DC: 
George Washington University Space Policy Institute, Janu-
ary 2025), and has written extensively on Chinese views of 
deterrence, Chinese views of space power, and Chinese 
mobilization, and contributed to a number of volumes on the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. He has testified before 
Congress numerous times, and spoken at the National 
Space Symposium, the US National Defense University, the 
USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, Harvard, and MIT.    

Carissa Bryce Christensen
Carissa Bryce Christensen is the Chief Executive Officer and 
founder of BryceTech, LLC, based in Alexandria, VA. She 
previously co-founded defense contractor The Tauri Group, 
acquired by LMI in 2019, and quantum computing software 
firm QxBranch, acquired by Rigetti Computing in 2019. She 
is an active tech investor and has served on several 
early-stage boards. Ms. Christensen is an internationally 
recognized expert on the satellite and space industry, known 
for rigorous analysis and innovative, data-driven strategy. 
She is a Senior Advisor to the annual US Space Force 
Schriever Wargame. She serves on the Senior Advisory 
Council of the Aerospace Corporation Center for Space 
Policy and Strategy, serves on the World Economic Forum 
Global Future Council on Space, and chairs the US board of 

the UN-affiliated Space Generation Advisory Council. She is 
a founding member of the Future Space Leaders Foundation 
and chairs its Advisory Board. Ms. Christensen previously 
served on the National Research Council Space Technology 
Industry-Government-University Roundtable, which advises 
NASA, and served on the Space Committee of the Defense 
Innovation Board. Ms. Christensen is a Harvard Business 
School Entrepreneur-in-Residence. She guest lectures at 
universities including Harvard, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and the Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy. She has testified before Congress and 
Parliament committees on the space industry. She publish-
es extensively, is often cited by major media outlets, and has 
appeared in commercial space documentaries by The Finan-
cial Times, Bloomberg and HBO. Ms. Christensen is
a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 
she specialized in science and technology policy. She 
attended the London School of Economics and was a Doug-
lass Scholar at Rutgers University. She is a Fellow of
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  Ms. Christensen was 
named 2023 Executive of the Year (Up to $75M) at the 
Greater Washington GovCon Awards.  

Odysseas Christofi
Odysseas Christofi is the Chief Executive Officer and
a member of the Board of Directors of ECAPS AB, where he 
leads the company’s overall strategy, international expan-
sion, and industrial partnerships. Under his leadership, 
ECAPS is advancing high-performance propulsion technolo-
gies that enable critical mobility capabilities for next-genera-
tion space and defense systems across Europe, the Asia-Pa-
cific, and the United States. He is the co-founder and owner 
of Oak Universe, an industrial investment platform focused 
on scaling advanced technologies and strategic capabilities. 
Through Oak Universe, he has been involved in the acquisi-
tion and industrial development of ECAPS, supporting its 
international positioning and growth. An international execu-
tive, he brings experience across the space, defense, energy, 
and heavy industrial sectors. He has led cross-border indus-
trial initiatives and partnerships across Europe and Asia, 
with a focus on building global industrial footprints and 
positioning advanced technologies as enablers of sovereign 
and strategic capabilities.  

Rodrigo da Costa
On 16 October 2020, Rodrigo da Costa took up his duties as 
Executive Director of the European Union Agency for the 

Space Programme (EUSPA), formerly the European GNSS 
Agency (GSA). Prior to this, he was the Galileo Services 
Programme Manager from March 2017. EUSPA is an agency 
of dedicated EU professionals working for a stronger, more 
competitive, and united European Space Programme, creat-
ing synergies between satellite navigation (EGNOS & 
Galileo), Earth Observation (Copernicus) and secure 
telecommunications (GOVSATCOM). EUSPA designs and 
delivers user-centered services, working together with the 
European Commission and a wide range of national, Europe-
an and international stakeholders, industries and user 
communities. The EU Space Programme is both a resource 
and a springboard for the European economy, competitive-
ness and sustainability. Before joining EUSPA, Rodrigo da 
Costa held several senior project management, business 
development, and institutional key account management 
positions in the space industry, in the areas of human space 
flight, exploration, launchers and R&D. Rodrigo da Costa 
holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the “Instituto 
Superior Técnico” in Lisbon, a Master’s degree in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of Delft, and an MBA from 
the EuroMBA consortium of Business Schools.  

Stuart Daughtridge
Stuart Daughtridge has been with Kratos since 1999, and in 
the satellite and aerospace industry since 1986. In his 
current position, Mr. Daughtridge leads Kratos’ satellite 
ground segment technology research and development 
efforts. Prior to his current role, he held several senior 
management positions, including SVP & GM of the Integral 
Systems Products Group, SVP & GM of the Integral Systems 
Commercial Group, as well as Program Manager of several 
major commercial programs. Mr. Daughtridge serves as the 
Director and Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Digital Intermediate Frequency Interoperability (DIFI) 
Consortium. In this leadership role, he guides the consor-
tium's mission to advance interoperability and drive the 
maturation of digital IF standards across space and ground 
segment networks. Mr. Daughtridge holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Lafayette College. 

Thomas DiNanno
The Honorable Thomas G. DiNanno was sworn in as the 19th 
Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International 
Security on October 10, 2025. Under Secretary DiNanno 
previously served in the U.S. Department of State as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and as the Senior Bureau 
Official in the Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

Bureau (AVC), where he led foreign policy for nuclear arms 
control, strategic stability, missile defense and outer space. 
Under Secretary DiNanno led the 2020 nuclear arms reduc-
tion New START negotiations with the Russian Federation 
and other U.S. extended deterrence engagements with 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Australia. He led the 2019 
U.S.– China Space Security Dialogue in Beijing and delega-
tions to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Conference on Disarmament. Immediate-
ly before his 2025 nomination, Under Secretary DiNanno 
directed nuclear deterrence and resilience strategies for the 
U.S. Strategic Command at the National Strategic Research 
Institute. Under Secretary DiNanno’s vast government 
service includes leadership roles at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), including as Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
where he directed nearly $5 billion in counterterrorism 
programs for national preparedness, cybersecurity and 
continuity planning. He was also a DHS Deputy Assistant 
Secretary and a Senior Advisor to the White House after the 
9/11 terrorist attack. His prior experience also includes time 
as a professional staff member on the U.S. House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence and as a Small Business 
Administration Senior Advisor. Under Secretary DiNanno 
holds degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MS), the University of Pennsylvania (MA), Middlebury 
College (BA) and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy (Inter-
national Relations certificate holder). 

Pascal Faucher
Dr. Pascal Faucher is a graduate from SUPAERO (1997) and 
holds a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the University 
Paul Sabatier (2001) along with an Executive MBA from 
ESCP Business School (2007). His experience includes more 
than 23 years of various positions at the French Space 
Agency (CNES) in Paris. For the last 15 years, he has been
a programme manager in defense and security, focusing on 
space security, space situational awareness, space traffic, 
space debris, space weather, and planetary defense. Dr. 
Faucher chairs several committees, including the EU SST 
Steering Committee (2017, re-elected in 2019, 2022, and 
2025), the IAF Space Security Committee (2021, re-elected 
in 2024), and co-chairs the EU Industry and Start-ups Forum 
on STM (2022). He is a French delegate to the PB-SSA of 
ESA (2012), Admin Board of EUSPA (2021), EU STM Main 
Group (2023), IADC Steering Group (2012), SMPAG (2014), 
and UN COPUOS WG LTS (2012), among others. In France, he 
chairs the National Coordination Group on Space Weather 

(GCME). He is a member of the French Steering Group on 
Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena (GEIPAN).  

Air Mshl Paul Godfrey 
Air Marshal (0-9) Paul “Godders” Godfrey is the Assistant 
Chief of Space Operations for Future Concepts and Partner-
ships, United States Space Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, 
Virginia. In this role, he is responsible for integrating allies and 
partners with the Space Force’s capability development 
strategy. Godfrey joined the Royal Air Force in 1991 and has 
been a fighter pilot for most of his career. A Weapons 
Instructor on the Harrier and one of the first operational 
pilots on the Eurofighter Typhoon, he has flown on numerous 
operations and exercises with the RAF and undertook an 
exchange tour on the F-16 Fighting Falcon with the United 
States Air Force. He was also privileged to be a Spitfire and 
Hurricane pilot on the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Staff 
roles have included Typhoon requirements management at 
Defence Equipment and Support in Bristol, capability 
management and acquisition at the Ministry of Defence and 
F-35 operational programme management, leading the entry 
into service of the F-35B for the Royal Air Force and Royal 
Navy. He was also Head of Carrier Enabled Power Projection, 
integrating F-35B fighters and Crowsnest helicopters with 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers. In 2020, Paul was 
Director of the 609th Air Operations Centre in Al Udeid, 
responsible for the planning and employment of coalition air 
and space power across the Middle East. Godfrey has 
commanded as a Flight Commander on F-16 and Typhoon 
Squadrons, Officer Commanding Operations Wing at RAF 
Coningsby, a Typhoon Base Commander at RAF Lossie-
mouth and was the inaugural Commander of U.K. Space 
Command 2021-2024.
 
RADM Sébastien Goinère 
Rear Admiral Sébastien Goinère is a graduate of the École 
Centrale de Nantes. He joined the Navy in 1999 after serving 
as a watch officer on an aviso during his national service. His 
early career included a six-month voyage aboard the Jeanne 
d'Arc (1997 Naval Academy class), followed by two years on 
the frigate Aconit. He participated in the NTG 2000 global 
deployment with a British naval group and the Corymbe 
mission in the Gulf of Guinea. In 2002, as deputy command-
er of the aviso Commandant Blaison, he contributed to the 
Enduring Freedom mission and anti-trafficking operations in 
the Caribbean. After a year at ESCAN (2005), he served as an 
exchange officer in the Canadian Navy (Halifax) for two 
years. Returning to the Aconit in 2007 as deputy command-

er, he took part in peacekeeping off Lebanon, a multinational 
deployment in Brazil, and a five-month Atalanta mission in 
the Indian Ocean, including the Tanit hostage rescue. From 
2009 to 2011, he taught at the French Naval Academy. After 
the Staff College, he became second-in-command of the 
scientific ship Monge (2012). From 2014 to 2016, he 
commanded the Beautemps-Beaupré (Hydrographic Ship). 
From 2016 to 2018, he led the Fort-de-France naval base, 
coordinating post-Hurricane Irma maritime resources. 
Between 2018 and 2023, he held finance, military planning, 
and capabilities roles at the Armed Forces and Navy Head-
quarters. From 2023 to 2025, he headed the Space Affairs 
Office at the General Secretariat for Defense and National 
Security, overseeing France’s security in the European space 
program. Since September 2025, he has been Deputy Com-
mander of Space.    

Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka
Brigadier General Marcin Górka is the Director of the Depart-
ment of Innovation in the Ministry of National Defense of the 
Republic of Poland. He is responsible for technology devel-
opment and innovation policy and represents the Polish 
MoD in multiple national and international forums, including 
the European Defence Agency Steering Board in Research & 
Technology Directors formation, NATO Science and Technol-
ogy Board and NATO DIANA Board of Directors. BG Marcin 
Górka also serves as the Minister of National Defense’s 
Plenipotentiary for Space. In this capacity, his duties include 
the provision of space technology and policy advice and 
expertise to the Minister and supervision of the implementa-
tion of the space operational domain in the Polish Armed 
Forces (PAF). Brig. Gen. Marcin Górka entered the Polish 
Armed Forces as an officer in 1996, after earning his MSc. 
Eng. in satellite navigation systems from the Military Acade-
my of Technology in Warsaw. Since then, he served in 
numerous positions in the PAF, as well as NATO Structures, 
related to satellite imagery intelligence and development of 
space capabilities. In 2013, he was appointed as the Com-
mander of the newly-created Imagery Intelligence Centre,
a position he held until 2018, and was responsible for the 
overall implementation of satellite imagery intelligence 
capability in the Polish Armed Forces. Before his current 
position, he served as the Vice-President of the Polish Space 
Agency, responsible for defense and security affairs.

Namrata Goswami
Dr. Namrata Goswami is an author and educator specializing 
in space policy, international relations, and ethnic identity. 

Currently, Dr. Goswami teaches at the Schriever and West 
Space Scholar Programs, the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, Arizona State University, and 
at the Joint Special Forces University. She is a guest lecturer 
at Emory University for seminars on Technology, Society & 
Governance, and India today. She worked as a Research 
Fellow at MP-Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; a Visiting Fellow at Peace Research Institute, 
Oslo, Norway; La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia; 
University of Heidelberg, Germany; Jennings-Randolph 
Senior Fellow, United States Institute of Peace; and was
a Fulbright Senior Fellowship Awardee. She was awarded 
the Minerva grant by the Office of the U.S. Secretary of 
Defense to study great power competition in outer space. In 
April 2019, Dr. Goswami testified before the U.S.-China 
Economic and Security Review Commission on China’s 
space program. Her co-authored book, Scramble for the 
Skies: The Great Power Competition to Control the Resourc-
es of Outer Space, was published in 2020 by Lexington 
Press; Rowman, and Littlefield. Her book on The Naga Ethnic 
Movement for a Separate Homeland was published in 2020 
by Oxford University Press. She has published widely, 
including in The Diplomat, The Economic Times, The Wash-
ington Post, Ad Astra, Asia Policy, Live Encounters Magazine, 
Cairo Review. She was invited in November 2019 to share 
about her life and her work at a TEDx event held at the Rosa 
Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Paul Graziani
Paul Graziani is COMSPOC Corporation’s Chief Executive 
Officer. For the 33 years before COMSPOC’s inception, Paul 
championed the use of commercial software in the national 
security and space industries as co-founder and CEO of 
Analytical Graphics Inc. (AGI). Paul serves as the Chairman of 
the Board for OneSky, an unmanned aerial systems traffic 
management company. He is also a director of Passur 
Aerospace. He is a director emeritus of the United States 
Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) and an associate 
fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics (AIAA). He is also on the Board of Directors for URSA 
Space Systems. Paul is a former Board of Governors 
member for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and previously served 
on the board of the Civil Air Patrol Foundation. After fulfilling 
a board tenure with The Space Foundation, Paul was elected 
to the honorary position of Life Director. Paul earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology from LaSalle College but 
quickly pivoted his career to software, launching into satel-

lite mission planning systems with General Electric’s Space 
Division in 1980.

Peter L. Hays
Peter L. Hays is a Fellow at the Prague Security Studies 
Institute, Space Advisor for the Nonproliferation Policy 
Education Center, and Senior Associate with the Aerospace 
Security and Missile Defense Projects at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. He has been an Adjunct 
Professor with the Space Policy Institute at George Wash-
ington University for over 20 years and taught for six years at 
Marine Corps University’s School of Advanced Warfighting. 
Previous service included 20 years as a defense contractor 
in the Pentagon and Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence; and 25 years as an Air Force officer where he trans-
ported nuclear weapons worldwide as a C-141 pilot, and 
taught at the USAF Academy, School of Advanced Airpower 
Studies, and National Defense University. Hays earned
a Ph.D. at the Fletcher School and was a 1979 Honor Gradu-
ate of the USAF Academy. Major publications include The 
Handbook of Space Security (2020), Toward a Theory of 
Spacepower (2011), and Space and Security (2011). 

Daniel Hilgert
Daniel Hilgert is the Head of the Space Section in NATO's 
Defence Industry, Innovation and Armaments Division. He 
oversees NATO's strategic engagement with the commercial 
space sector and identifies defence investment opportuni-
ties for the Alliance through multinational cooperation 
projects. His work focuses on helping NATO Allies and indus-
tries improve the interoperability of space technologies.

John Huth
Dr. John Huth is a highly successful defense intelligence 
senior executive, bringing over 40 years of leadership in both 
government and industry. He excels in intelligence opera-
tions, capability development, and technical collection 
across diverse domains. Well-known for setting strategic 
direction and driving impactful results, John has demon-
strated expertise in fiscal management, personnel oversight, 
and cross-organizational execution. His collaborative 
approach and exceptional communication skills have led to 
successful resource negotiations at the Department and IC 
levels. From 2022 to 2025, John served as Chief of DIA’s 
Office of Space and Counterspace, overseeing the collection 
and analysis of foreign space and counterspace capabilities, 
vulnerabilities, and intentions. Previously, he advised the 
Director and Deputy Director of DIA as the Defense Intelli-

gence Officer on all intelligence matters related to space and 
counterspace. John holds a Doctorate in Computational 
Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Phys-
ics from the University of Massachusetts, and a Bachelor’s in 
Astronomy from Penn State. He completed 28 years as a US 
Army Military Intelligence Officer, specializing in technical 
collection and all-source analysis, and spent 15 years in 
industry managing defense and intelligence programs.
Dr. Huth pioneered groundbreaking advancements in space 
and intelligence with enduring impact on both fields.  

Jan Jireš
Jan Jireš works as consultant to the leading Czech defence 
manufacturers on defence-industrial policies, regulation and 
EU affairs. He is also Senior Adviser at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). He served as the Direc-
tor General for Defence Policy and Planning at the Ministry 
of Defence of the Czech Republic from July 2022 to July 
2025. Prior to this role, he spent five years in Brussels, where 
he served as Head of the Defence Section at the Permanent 
Delegation of the Czech Republic to NATO and at the Perma-
nent Representation to the EU. From 2014 to 2017, he served 
as Director for Defence Policy at the Ministry of Defence. 
Between 2004 and 2014, he lectured on international 
relations and security studies at Charles University, and at 
the CEVRO Institute in Prague.

Yuka Kobayashi
Dr. Yuka Kobayashi (LL.B Kyoto, M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxon) is 
Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in China and Interna-
tional Politics at SOAS, University of London. She is also the 
co-editor of China Quarterly. She was the inaugural British 
Academy Global Innovation Fellow (2024-2026) seconded 
to the German Council for Foreign Relations (DGAP), and has 
held visiting appointments at the World Trade Organization 
(Visiting Scholar) and Nankai University, China (Visiting 
Research Professor). Prior to joining SOAS, she was a Junior 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. After receiving 
an LL.B. (specialization in Public International Law) from 
Kyoto University, she studied Mandarin and Chinese 
International Politics at Nankai University and then obtained 
her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at the University of Oxford. Her 
research interests include International Relations of China, 
International Law, Connectivity (digital, space), Trade and 
Investment (Belt and Road Initiative/WTO/FDI), Human 
Rights and Climate Change/Energy. She has advised various 
governments, think-tanks and international organisations on 
these subjects. She was appointed specialist advisor on 

China for the UK government (2021), and joined the advisory 
board for Stiftung Asienhaus (Germany, 2020-2022). 
 
Holmes Liao
Holmes Liao, currently a senior advisor at the Taiwan Space 
Agency (TASA), has pursued a dual-track career spanning 
defense analysis and engineering leadership. He is
a seasoned engineering executive with more than 36 years 
of professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  

Peter Marquez
Peter Marquez, Head of Policy for Global Security, Govern-
ment, & Aerospace, oversees and coordinates global strate-
gic policy activities for Amazon Web Services. Peter served 
at the White House in three Administrations. Peter was the 
Space Policy Director for Presidents Bush and Obama at the 
National Security Council and the Senior Advisor in the 
National Space Council during President Trump’s first term. 
In these roles, Peter was responsible for the writing, imple-
mentation, and coordination of the U.S. national space 
policies, authoring the two consecutive U.S. National Space 
Policies in 2010 and 2020 – guiding the U.S. space program 
for the past 15-years. In addition, he also had responsibilities 
for special programs, defense intelligence, missile defense, 
and other strategic capabilities. Peter worked with foreign 
governments to; establish their own space agencies, assist 
in the writing of national space policies, create interagency 
processes to execute national security activities, and devel-
opment of other key strategic national security programs. In 
industry, Peter was the Managing Partner of Andart Global, 
U.S., the Vice President of Global Engagement for Planetary 
Resources, and the Vice President for Strategy at Orbital 
Sciences Corporation. Peter served for over a decade in the 
Pentagon in requirements, acquisition, operations, and 
policy roles for the Air Force and Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and also served as the Director of Special Programs 
for the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. Peter is
a graduate of the Space Policy Institute at George Washing-
ton University, an inductee of the Space Camp Hall of Fame, 
a board member of the Japan Institute for Space & Security, 

a board member of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, an 
advisor for the Japan Institute for CyberSpace Studies, and 
a 2024 recipient of the Japan Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Commendation. 
 
Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Hermann Ludwig Moeller joined the European Space Policy 
Institute (ESPI) in Vienna in September 2022. As its new 
Director, he is leading the European Think Tank on Space, 
responsible for developing approaches to European Space 
Policy and providing recommendations to European 
decision-makers and institutions. Prior to joining ESPI, he 
held leading positions at the ESA in the creation of EU Coper-
nicus and in the preparation of the EU Secure Connectivity 
initiative as Head of Telecommunications Strategy, 
Programme, and Transformation Office and as Head of 
Copernicus Space Segment Office. In these functions, Mr. 
Moeller has been operating with high-level leadership in
a complex multi-stakeholder policy environment in 
public-private partnerships with industry, at the EU level, 
with EUMETSAT, and with national space agencies and 
delegations. Prior to that, he held the ESA Douglas Marsh 
Fellow at NASA and contributed to the creation of the 
European Internet backbone. He acquired early professional 
experience at the European Patent Office and with Siemens. 
Mr. Moeller holds a master's degree in telecommunications, 
following studies at Technical University Darmstadt and 
École Supérieure de Télécommunications - Télécom Paris.  
He is of German nationality with working experience in 
Germany, Italy, the U.S., the Netherlands, France and Austria.  

Christophe Morand
Christophe Morand, born on March 9, 1967, joined the 
French Air Force in 1987. He started his career in the techni-
cal squadron of the strategic ballistic missiles wing. After 
several posts in military space units, he was appointed head 
of the military space programs division in the French joint 
staff, in charge of all French space intelligence programs. He 
retired in 2010 as Colonel and joined the Crisis Management 
and Planning Director in the European External Action 
Service. He established in 2015 the EEAS space task force. 
He joined in 2020 the EU Commission in the directorate 
General for Defence Industry and Space (DEFIS), in charge of 
the supervision of security activities of the EU Space 
Programme. DEFIS leads the European Commission's activi-
ties in the Defence Industry and Space sector. DEFIS is in 
charge of upholding the competitiveness and innovation of 
the European Defence industry by ensuring the evolution of 

an able European defence technological and industrial base. 
In the area of space, DG DEFIS is in charge of implementing 
the EU Space Programme consisting of the European Earth 
Observation Programme (Copernicus), the European Global 
Navigation Satellite System (Galileo) and the European 
Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). In 2022, 
he was appointed adviser of the Directorate General Timo 
Pesonen for Security of Information and Synergies between 
Space, Defence and Civil Industries. Beyond the security of 
the EU Space Programme, he is involved in EC activities in 
the field of EU crisis response, hybrid threat and cyber 
security.  

Zachary Mottl
Zachary Justin Mottl is the fourth-generation owner and 
President of Atlas Tool Works, a precision manufacturer 
serving defense, aerospace, medical, telecom, and industrial 
markets. A national advocate for U.S. manufacturing, he has 
appeared in media, published on industrial policy, and 
testified before Congress multiple times. Zach serves as 
Chairman of the Coalition for a Prosperous America,
a nationally recognized bipartisan organization cited by The 
Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg for its analysis on U.S. 
trade and industrial policy. CPA’s work has informed policy 
discussions referenced by both the Trump and Biden admin-
istrations. His past leadership roles include service on the 
Cybersecurity Steering Committee at MxD, the Illinois 
Military Economic Development Committee, the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce Board, the IMEC Board, and the U.S. 
Manufacturing Council at the Department of Commerce 
under the International Trade Administration. A former elect-
ed official, Zach served as a Trustee and Acting Mayor of the 
Village of Burr Ridge. He earned his BBA, cum laude, from 
Benedictine University.  

Antje Nötzold 
Dr. Antje Nötzold is a Senior Researcher in the Project 
Support for Arms Control in Space (SACS) at the University 
of the Bundeswehr Munich and a Private Lecturer at the 
Department of International Relations at Chemnitz Universi-
ty of Technology. She is also a Non-Resident Fellow at the 
American German Institute (AGI) in Washington DC, an Asso-
ciate Fellow at CASSIS (Center for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration Studies) at the University of Bonn, 
a member of the SichTRaum (Security and Technology in 
Space) research network and Vice President of the Germa-
ny-wide Gesellschaft für Sicherheitspolitik (Society for 
Security Policy). After studying political science and 

business administration in Chemnitz and Sydney, Nötzold 
completed her doctorate with a thesis on European and 
Chinese energy policy and the implications for European 
energy security (Die Energiepolitik der EU und der VR China. 
Handlungsempfehlungen zur europäischen Versorgungssi-
cherheit, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, Wiesbaden, 
2011). Her habilitation thesis was dedicated to The Decision 
to Denuclearize. A Process Analysis of Nuclear Disarmament 
in South Africa and Implications for Non-Proliferation 
Research and Policy (Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 2023). 
The anthology Strategischer Wettbewerb im Weltraum 
(Springer, 2024), edited under her lead, is the first compre-
hensive summary of strategic developments, trends and 
challenges in space for the German-speaking world since 
the end of the Cold War. She is also the editor of the Nomos 
publication series Non-Proliferation, Disarmament & Arms 
Control (Nichtverbreitung, Abrüstung & Rüstungskontrolle) 
and Governance, Sicherheit und Nachhaltigkeit im Weltraum 
| Governance, Security and Sustainability in Space as well 
as Young Academics: Outer Space at Tectum and, in addition 
to scientific articles in various journals and anthologies, has 
also published concise formats like policy papers with politi-
cal recommendations. Her research interests include astro-
politics, strategic competition, rivalry, conflicts, security and 
warfare in space, space governance; geopolitical rivalries 
and systemic conflict between the U.S. and China; energy 
policy and security of supply, the nexus of energy, climate 
and geopolitics; and nuclear non-proliferation. Her expertise 
and many years of experience in science communication 
and political education make Dr. Nötzold a nationally and 
internationally sought-after speaker and interview partner 
for newspapers and television.

Kevin O’Connell
Kevin O’Connell brings over four decades of experience in 
the U.S. government, in research organizations, and as an 
entrepreneur and business leader to this position. Today, he 
runs Space Economy Rising, a Washington, D.C. advisory 
firm to help companies and investors understand strategy, 
finance, and regulation of the space economy. He was the 
Director of the Office of Space Commerce during the first 
Trump Administration. Mr. O’Connell has researched and 
written extensively on the policy, security, and global 
market issues related to the commercialization of remote 
sensing. Aside from numerous articles and op-eds, he was 
co-author of Commercial Observation Satellites: At the 
Leading Edge of Global Transparency (2000). He served as 
the Executive Secretary and Staff Director of the NIMA Com-

mission (1999-2000). He was a member, and later Chair, of 
NOAA’s federal advisory committee on remote sensing from 
2002-2016. Previously, Mr. O’Connell served as the CEO of 
Innovative Analytics and Training, a Washington, D.C. profes-
sional services firm focused on analysis and decision 
support for U.S. government and commercial clients. During 
this time, he also served as a senior consultant to the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence and as an indepen-
dent advisor to the Director, National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. O’Connell’s background also includes extensive 
experience in national security and intelligence matters, 
including assignments in the Department of Defense, 
Department of State, National Security Council, and the 
Office of the Vice President. He spent a decade conducting 
and managing research in these areas at the RAND Corpora-
tion, including as the first director of RAND’s Intelligence 
Policy Center. Finally, Mr. O’Connell has taught and lectured 
extensively at universities and research organizations, 
including Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, George Washington University, MIT, and the Thun-
derbird School of Global Management.  

Col. Tomohiro Okuda
Colonel Tomohiro Okuda is a Counsellor at the National 
Space Policy Secretariat (NSPS), Cabinet Office, Govern-
ment of Japan, where he contributes to the formulation and 
coordination of national space policy and space security 
initiatives across the government. A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force (JASDF) officer, he was commissioned in 2001 and 
began his career in operational meteorology, specializing in 
weather forecasting. He has held assignments in defense 
policy, force planning, and the development of air and space 
capabilities at the Air Staff Office and the Joint Staff Office. 
He commanded the Chitose Weather Squadron and served 
as an Aide-de-Camp to senior JASDF leadership, gaining 
experience at both operational and strategic levels. He has 
contributed to the advancement of Japan’s air and space 
power through doctrine development at the Air and Space 
Studies Institute and through space policy and capability 
planning within the Air Staff Office. Colonel Okuda holds
a Doctor of Science degree from the National Defense Acad-
emy of Japan and is a graduate of the Air Command and 
Staff College and the Joint Staff College.  
       
Masami Onoda
Masami Onoda was appointed as Director of JAXA’s Interna-
tional Relations and Research Department in July 2024. In 
this position, she oversees JAXA’s international partnerships 

and research to inform the Japanese government on global 
space activities worldwide. Prior to this, she served as Direc-
tor of the JAXA Washington D.C. Office from 2018-2024, 
representing the agency across the Americas. Throughout 
her tenure in D.C., she supported the development of 
U.S.-Japan space cooperation, from Japan’s participation in 
the Artemis Program in 2019 to the signing of the Pressurized 
Rover Implementing Arrangement in April 2024, when the 
two heads of state announced the lunar landing opportuni-
ties by Japanese astronauts. Dr. Onoda has held several 
international positions, including roles at the Intergovern-
mental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the UN Office for Outer Space 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. She also worked with small and 
medium-sized enterprises in a small satellite technology 
transfer project while operating the JAXA office in Osaka, 
Japan.   

Scott Pace 
Dr. Scott Pace is the Director of the Space Policy Institute 
and a Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at 
George Washington University’s Elliott School of Internation-
al Affairs. In addition, he formerly served as the Director of 
the International Institute of Science and Technology Policy 
as well as the Master of Arts program in International 
Science and Technology Policy. Dr. Pace is also a member of 
the faculty of the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and 
Public Administration. His research interests include civil, 
commercial, and national security space policy, and the 
management of technical innovation. Dr. Pace rejoined the 
faculty of the Elliott School in January 2021 after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary 
of the National Space Council from 2017-2020. From 
2005-2008, he served as the Associate Administrator for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation at NASA. Prior to NASA, Dr. 
Pace was the Assistant Director for Space and Aeronautics 
in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). From 1993-2000, Dr. Pace worked for the RAND 
Corporation's Science and Technology Policy Institute 
(STPI). From 1990 to 1993, Dr. Pace served as the Deputy 
Director and Acting Director of the Office of Space Com-
merce, in the Office of the Deputy Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 1980; 
Master’s degrees in Aeronautics & Astronautics and 
Technology & Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1982; and a Doctorate in Policy Analysis from 
the RAND Graduate School in 1989. Dr. Pace received the 

Order of the Rising Sun with Gold and Silver Stars from the 
Government of Japan in 2021, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Group Achievement Award in 2020, the NASA 
Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Group Superior Honor Award (GPS 
Interagency Team) in 2005, and the NASA Group Achieve-
ment Award (Columbia Accident Rapid Reaction Team) in 
2004. He has been a member of the U.S. Delegation to the 
World Radiocommunication Conferences in 1997, 2000, 
2003, and 2007. He was also a member of the U.S. Delega-
tion to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Telecommu-
nications Working Group, 1997-2000. More recently, he has 
served as a member of the U.S. Delegation to the UN Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2009, 
2011-17, and 2022-2024. Dr. Pace was a member of the 
NOAA Advisory Committee on Commercial Remote Sensing 
(ACCRES) from 2012-2017 and was the Vice-Chair. Dr. Pace 
is a former member of the Board of Trustees, Universities 
Space Research Association, a Member of the International 
Academy of Astronautics, an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a Fellow 
of the American Astronautical Society. 

Deganit Paikowsky
Dr. Deganit Paikowsky specializes in the intersection of 
global politics, strategy, and technological domains, with a 
focus on space, cyber, and emerging technologies. She is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International 
Relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she 
leads the Techno-Strategic Research Lab. Dr. Paikowsky is 
also a Non-Resident Scholar at the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University. Her work bridges academic 
research and practical policy experience. She has played
a key role in shaping space policies in Israel, including 
serving as Vice President of the International Astronautical 
Federation (IAF) on behalf of the Israel Space Agency. Dr. 
Paikowsky is the author of The Power of the Space Club 
(2017) and other significant publications on space policy, 
security, and governance.  

Jana Robinson 
Dr. Jana Robinson has been Managing Director of the Prague 
Security Studies Institute (PSSI) since April 2020. She also 
serves as PSSI’s Space Security Program Director, a post she 
assumed in 2015. She previously held the position of
a Space Policy Officer at the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) in Brussels as well as a Space Security 
Advisor to the Czech Foreign Ministry. She is a 2025 recipi-

ent of the Medal for Contribution to Diplomacy, awarded by 
the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. 
Robinson worked at the European Space Policy Institute 
(ESPI), seconded from the European Space Agency (ESA), 
leading the Institute’s Space Security Research Programme. 
Dr. Robinson is an elected member of the International 
Institute of Space Law (IISL) and the International Academy 
of Astronautics (IAA). She is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the George C. Marshall Missile Defense Project of 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in 
Washington, D.C. Ms. Robinson holds a PhD in the field of 
space security from the Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies and received 
two MA degrees, from George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs and Palacky University 
in Olomouc, respectively. She received scholarships to 
attend the International Space University’s (ISU) 2009 
Space Studies Program (SSP09), the 2008 Summer Training 
Course at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, 
and a one-year course of study at Shanghai University 
1999-2000. She completed the Spring 2025 Oxford Univer-
sity Executive Leadership Programme (online). 

Roger W. Robinson Jr.
Roger W. Robinson Jr. was formerly Senior Director of 
International Economic Affairs at the Reagan National Securi-
ty Council, where he was the principal architect of the secret 
economic and financial strategy for the take-down of the 
Soviet Union. He later served as Chairman of the Congressio-
nal U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission 
for the bulk of 2001-2006. Prior to his government service, 
Mr. Robinson was a Vice President in the International 
Department of the Chase Manhattan Bank with responsibili-
ty for Chase’s loan portfolios in the USSR, Central/Eastern 
Europe and Yugoslavia. He also served as a personal staff 
assistant to then-Chase Chairman David Rockefeller for 
some three years. Mr. Robinson is currently Chairman and 
Co-Founder of the Prague Security Studies Institute in the 
Czech Republic. He served for seven years on the Board of 
Visitors of the Sanford School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater Duke University and has an MA in International Affairs 
from the Elliott School of George Washington University. Mr. 
Robinson has regularly testified before Senate and House 
hearings and has appeared regularly in print and broadcast 
media outlets for over four decades, primarily on the subjects 
of financial intelligence and warfighting with respect to 
China, Russia and the former Soviet Union.

Maj. Gen. Brain Sidari
Major General Brian Sidari is Deputy Chief of Space Opera-
tions for Intelligence at the United States Space Force, the 
Pentagon, Washington D.C. In this capacity, he serves as the 
Senior Intelligence Officer to the Chief of Space Operations 
and is responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force and Chief 
of Space Operations for intelligence policy, oversight, and 
guidance of Space Force intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance capabilities. He exercises overall responsi-
bility for the Space Force Intelligence Community Element, 
which is the 18th member of the U.S. Intelligence Communi-
ty. Additionally, he serves as Chief, Service Cryptologic 
Component with delegated authorities from the Director of 
the National Security Agency and Head of the USSF’s 
Geospatial Intelligence Element. Maj. Gen. Sidari commis-
sioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps from Kent 
State University, Kent, Ohio. He has held numerous opera-
tional and staff tours, featuring joint and combined service in 
multiple theaters. He transferred from the U.S. Air Force to 
the U.S. Space Force in June 2021. Prior to this assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Sidari served as the Director of Intelligence, United 
States Space Command, Schriever Space Force Base, 
Colorado.   
  
John Stopher
Dr. John P. Stopher is a Senior Fellow supporting PSSI’s 
Space Security Program. He previously served as the Princi-
pal Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space and 
was responsible to the Secretary of the Air Force for estab-
lishing a Space Force as well as governance, planning, policy, 
strategy, development, and execution across the defense 
space portfolio and integration with the National Security 
Space Enterprise. He was also the lead for international 
space relations and interdepartmental and interagency 
matters. Prior to joining the Air Force in 2017, Dr. Stopher 
was the President of 377 Omega, a national security space 
and intelligence community technology, policy, and 
programs-focused consulting company. From 1998 until 
2007, John served on the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as Budget 
Director, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Technical 
and Tactical Intelligence, and Program Monitor for the 
National Reconnaissance Office and the National Geospa-
tial-Intelligence Agency. John also worked at SeiCorp, TASC, 
and Eastman Kodak as an engineer on national space 
programs. He earned his PhD in electrical engineering from 
the University at Buffalo. His research was sponsored by the 
Strategic Defense Initiative in the area of advanced pulsed 

power for space systems and taught courses in electromag-
netic theory, probability and statistics, electric circuits, and 
physical electronics laboratory.
 
Kazuto Suzuki
Dr. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor at the Graduate School of 
Public Policy at the University of Tokyo, Japan, and Director 
of the Institute of Geoeconomics at International House of 
Japan. He graduated from the Department of International 
Relations, Ritsumeikan University, and received his Ph.D. 
from Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, 
England. He has worked in the Fondation pour la Recherche 
Stratégique in Paris, France as an Assistant Researcher and 
the Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba from 
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tees of the Government of Japan, including the National 
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ment of Japan, and is the President of Japan Association of 
International Security and Trade. He is also a full member of 
the International Academy of Astronautics, an Associate 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and
a Visiting Fellow at The Japan Institute of International 
Affairs. His research focuses on the conjunction of 
science/technology and international relations; subjects 
including economic security, space policy, sanctions, 
non-proliferation, and export control. His recent work 
includes Space and International Politics (2011, in Japa-
nese), awarded Suntory Prize for Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Policy Logics and Institutions of European 
Space Collaboration (2003), A Global Map of Resources and 
the Economy (2024, in Japanese); as editing work includes 
The Regulatory Power of the EU (2012, in Japanese), 
Economic Security and Technological Advantage (2023,
in Japanese), and many others.  

Gabriel Swiney
Gabriel Swiney is the Acting Deputy Director of the Office of 
Space Commerce. He comes to OSC from NASA, where he 
was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Technology, 
Policy, and Strategy. While at NASA, he worked on norms of 
behavior, legal policy, and the interagency authorization and 
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Oxford, has taught space policy and law at Harvard Law 
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Clayton Swope
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Bundeswehr University Munich and was assigned to numer-
ous postings, first as system administrator and programmer 
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To that end, she engages with third States through dialogue 
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related matters. Marjolijn van Deelen is a career diplomat of 
the Netherlands. Before joining the EU External Action 
Service (EEAS), she headed the Non-proliferation, Disarma-
ment and Nuclear Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands with the title of Ambassador. She 
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in Vienna, at the Dutch Embassies in Bucharest and San 
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Middle East Division, UN Division, Development Assistance). 
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professional experience across the U.S. and Asian defense 
and aerospace sectors. In addition to his industry career, he 
previously served as an adjunct fellow at the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies, Taiwan Research 
Institute, established under the direction of Taiwan’s former 
President Lee Teng-hui. He was also a distinguished adjunct 
faculty member at Taiwan’s War College and has published 
extensively on Taiwan’s defense and security affairs, most 
recently in Space News, National Defense, and The Hill.  
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strengthen the individual freedoms and democratic institutions of the countries in 
Central and Eastern Europe and beyond. The Institute also seeks to illuminate select 
unconventional threats emanating from authoritarian governments that challenge the 
transatlantic alliance and other partners globally, especially in the economic & financial, 
and space domains. PSSI is dedicated to the education and training of new generations 
of security-minded students and young professionals, including through its program-
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PSSI Washington 
PSSI Washington is dedicated to illuminating select, lesser-known security challenges 
facing the United States and its key allies in Europe and Asia and offering research 
findings and recommendations to address them. Through its special relationship with 
the Prague Security Studies Institute in the Czech Republic, the organization places 
emphasis on programs focused on advancing transatlantic security and emerging 
threats to the free world residing within the economic & financial, cyber, and space 
domains. 
pssiwashington.org

Amazon Web Services 
Amazon Web Services (AWS) is the world’s most comprehensive and broadly adopted 
cloud. Security sensitive organizations like government, aerospace, and healthcare 
sectors use AWS technologies to quickly turn data into actionable information, acceler-
ate innovation, and realize mission success. AWS is architected to be the most secure 
global cloud infrastructure on which to build, migrate, and manage applications and 
workloads, backed by our deep set of 300 security services and features and the trust 
of our millions of customers.
aws.amazon.com

Bawd Foundation
The Bawd Foundation is a private foundation based in New York, NY, U.S.

COMSPOC 
COMSPOC is a provider of space situational awareness (SSA) software. Our commer-
cial off-the-shelf software products range from desktop tools for precision trajectory 
analysis, threat-vulnerability assessment, and training and exercise scenarios to an 
enterprise-level, object catalog platform that provides the foundation of a comprehen-
sive space operations center. COMSPOC is also the creator of Spacebook.com, which 
offers free data downloads and visualization of space objects in a browser window.
We also manage an operations center at our headquarters in Exton, PA, where our 
software is tested and proved every day. Our team collaborates with partners in 
government and the private sector to compare analysis and foster mutual improve-
ment in SSA techniques. This operations center also provides space traffic manage-
ment (STM) and space domain awareness (SDA) services to a small group of customers.
comspoc.com 

The Coalition for a Prosperous America 
The Coalition for a Prosperous America is the premiere U.S. advocacy organization in 
support of domestic producers, with a focus on industries critical to the national and 
economic security of the United States, including the space sector. CPA pursues its 
mission in part by denying market access to adversaries of the U.S. and other Western 
democracies, including China. Building on its ongoing program to deny Chinese corpo-
rate and government bad actors access to U.S. capital markets, CPA, in collaboration 
with PSSI, has launched the China Space Security Initiative, with the following strate-
gic objectives: (i) to protect safe and secure access to, and use of, space – which the 
CCP/PLA seeks to deny; (ii) to hobble China’s determined effort to dominate world-
wide ground-based space infrastructure and operations, and open that market to 
American and allied companies and assist those companies in realizing those opportu-
nities; (iii) to hobble China’s determined effort to win the Moon and Mars races against 
America and deny Beijing (in favor of American and allied companies) the potentially 
immense mineral resources embedded there. Building on PSSI’s rich data set, CSSI will 
identify global space markets “in play” due to Chinese offers designed to capture the 
space sectors of aspiring space nations, for use by governments and U.S. and allied 
space industry competitors, and develop risk-related dossiers on malign Chinese 
space companies for use by governments and U.S. and allied space competitors. 
prosperousamerica.org

Drei Schwestern Foundation
Drei Schwestern Foundation is a private foundation based in Warner Robbins, GA, U.S.

ECAPS
ECAPS is the owner and global provider of HPGP technology. It delivers Ammonium 
DiNitrimide-powered propellants, rocket engines, satellite systems, and power supply 
technologies for space and defense applications. With over 200 years of heritage accu-
mulated in orbit, ECAPS provides tactical mission solutions for space and defense by 
combining end-to-end propulsion innovation, a sovereign industrial transatlantic and 
transpacific framework, and demonstrated technological reliability. Based in Sweden, 
ECAPS has delivered high-performance chemical propulsion solutions across 40+ 
international missions for commercial and government partners in Europe, the United 
States, and the Asia Pacific.   
ecaps.se  

European Union Agency for the Space Programme 
EUSPA provides safe and secure European satellite navigation services, advances the 
commercialization of Galileo, EGNOS, and Copernicus data and services, engages in 
secure SATCOM (GOVSATCOM & IRIS2), and operates the EU SST Front Desk. By 
fostering innovation in the space sector and above and collaborating with the EU Space 
community, EUSPA contributes to the European Green Deal and digital transition, 
enhances Union safety and security, and strengthens autonomy and resilience. 
euspa.europa.eu 

Mitsubishi Electric Corporation 
With over 100 years of experience in providing reliable, high-quality products, Mitsubi-
shi Electric Corporation is a recognized world leader in the manufacture, marketing, and 
sales of electrical and electronic equipment used in information processing and 
communications, defense systems, space development and satellite communications, 
consumer electronics, industrial technology, energy, transportation, and building 
equipment. Embracing the spirit of its corporate commitment, Changes for the Better, 
Mitsubishi Electric endeavors to be a global, leading green company, enriching society 
with technology. The company recorded a revenue of 5,894.7 billion yen in the fiscal 
year ended March 31, 2026.
mitsubishielectric.com

6DI
6DI is an original open source financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. We provide public and private sector customers 
with investment screening, vendor vetting, supply chain risk mitigation, and financial 
early warning systems.
6dintel.com
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community, EUSPA contributes to the European Green Deal and digital transition, 
enhances Union safety and security, and strengthens autonomy and resilience. 
euspa.europa.eu 

Mitsubishi Electric Corporation 
With over 100 years of experience in providing reliable, high-quality products, Mitsubi-
shi Electric Corporation is a recognized world leader in the manufacture, marketing, and 
sales of electrical and electronic equipment used in information processing and 
communications, defense systems, space development and satellite communications, 
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General Dynamics Mission Systems
General Dynamics Mission Systems provides mission critical solutions to those that 
lead, serve and protect the world we live in. We are a technology integrator and original 
equipment manufacturer with deep domain expertise in ground, sea, air, space and 
cyberspace. Our technology and products are often built into platforms and integrated 
systems to make them smarter.
gdmissionsystems.com  

IHI AEROSPACE
IHI AEROSPACE (IA) develops and manufactures space, defense, and aeronautical 
systems, advancing solid-propulsion and materials technologies to help sustain
a secure and prosperous Earth. Building on solid-rocket research begun in 1953, IA has 
become Japan’s leading supplier of solid rocket motors and space transportation 
systems, with major contributions to scientific rockets, satellite launch vehicles such 
as Japan’s flagship Epsilon solid-fuel rocket, and key technologies including heat-resis-
tant materials and recovery systems for the HAYABUSA and HAYABUSA2 sample-re-
turn missions. IA’s businesses span space transportation, space infrastructure and 
security, defense, and aeronautics. IA provides solid-propulsion-based launch 
solutions for small to medium satellites; develops satellite propulsion, experiment 
payloads, and space systems, including Space Situational Awareness (SSA) solutions; 
and is Japan’s leading manufacturer of solid rocket motors for guided missiles. In 
aeronautics, IA combines IHI’s aero-engine technologies with its composite-materials 
heritage to develop lightweight engine components that improve fuel efficiency and 
reduce CO2 emissions. IHI Corporation, IA’s parent company, is a Japan-based global 
engineering and heavy-industry group with over 170 years of history. Operating across 
aerospace, energy, social infrastructure, and industrial systems, IHI is active throughout 
the space sector and is developing an innovative multi-sensor low earth orbit (LEO) 
satellite constellation for earth observation to strengthen sovereign space-based capa-
bilities, stimulate the space ecosystem, and enhance international cooperation with 
partner countries.
ihi.co.jp

Kratos 
Kratos is a leading aerospace and defense corporation, specializing in missile defense, 
unmanned systems, hypersonics, C5ISR, propulsion and space. In space, Kratos is 
redefining satellite communications and ground systems, delivering transformative, 
mission critical solutions for national security, commercial operators and allied govern-
ment partners. As a global leader in virtual ground systems, Kratos provides the indus-
try’s most comprehensive solutions for the entire space-to-ground network, with 
expertise crossing traditional ground systems and modern space networks. Kratos is at 
the forefront of enabling the shift to virtual and software-defined space operations, 
accommodating diverse paths, goals, and business models. With over three decades of 
experience, Kratos Space delivers advanced, cost-effective systems that power over 
80% of the world’s commercial operations and support more than 90% of U.S. space 
missions, offering seamless, end-to-end connectivity across orbits, links, and missions. 
kratosdefense.com
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equipment. Embracing the spirit of its corporate commitment, Changes for the Better, 
Mitsubishi Electric endeavors to be a global, leading green company, enriching society 
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year ended March 31, 2026.
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early warning systems.
6dintel.com
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COMSPOC is a provider of space situational awareness (SSA) software. Our commer-
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euspa.europa.eu 

Mitsubishi Electric Corporation 
With over 100 years of experience in providing reliable, high-quality products, Mitsubi-
shi Electric Corporation is a recognized world leader in the manufacture, marketing, and 
sales of electrical and electronic equipment used in information processing and 
communications, defense systems, space development and satellite communications, 
consumer electronics, industrial technology, energy, transportation, and building 
equipment. Embracing the spirit of its corporate commitment, Changes for the Better, 
Mitsubishi Electric endeavors to be a global, leading green company, enriching society 
with technology. The company recorded a revenue of 5,894.7 billion yen in the fiscal 
year ended March 31, 2026.
mitsubishielectric.com

6DI
6DI is an original open source financial intelligence company operating where global 
markets intersect national security. We provide public and private sector customers 
with investment screening, vendor vetting, supply chain risk mitigation, and financial 
early warning systems.
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