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The year of 2005 has been an exciting 
one for the Prague Security Studies In-
stitute (PSSI). Of special importance 
was our expanded cooperation with 
Charles University and the initiation 
of our collaborative effort to launch 
an undergraduate major program and 
a Masters Degree program in security 
studies. 

The Robinson-Martin Security Schol-
ars Program convened its fourth year of 
a two-semester course in international 
security with 15 students participating. 
In September 2005, this core academic 
program was reinforced by the offering
of a NATO Summer School course for 
students from the Czech Republic and 
the region. 

These training programs were fur-
ther augmented by special workshops 
organized for students from Serbia and 
Montenegro, and governmental and 

young NGO professionals from Ukraine. 
The summer was focused on a two-week
visit by a group of eight PSSI alumni to 
Japan, hosted by that country’s electric 
utility companies.

It was a special pleasure for me to 
welcome Jiří Schneider to PSSI as Pro-
gram Director and Coordinator of the 
Program of Atlantic Security Studies 
(PASS). Under his and Roger Robinson’s 
co-chairmanship, we organized another 
successful PASS conference this October 
entitled “Business and Security: Who 
Will Pay the Price?”

Finally, my fellow co-founder Roger 
Robinson and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our partners 
and friends without whose support PSSI 
would have never grown so rapidly and 
soundly.

Oldřich Černý, Executive Director

PSSI Mission
PSSI’s mission is to help build an ever-
growing group of informed and securi-
ty-minded policy-makers dedicated to 
the development of democratic institu-
tions and values in the Czech Republic 
and its regional neighbors. PSSI offers
programs that meet the critical re-
quirement to equip new generations of 
young leaders to manage the complex, 
security-related challenges of the 21st 
century. PSSI also aims to identify and 
analyze foreign policy and security-re-
lated issues in the area of transatlantic 
relations, and to propose practical and 
prudent policies to address these and 
other security challenges.

To fulfill our mission, PSSI under-
takes to organize a variety of activities 
under its Security Scholars Program; 
Program of Atlantic Security Studies; 
Corporate Council Program; and other 
outreach projects and training courses.

Message from the Director

Above: PASS “Business and Security” 
Conference in the Czech Senate,  
October 2005.

Below: PSSI Co-Founder Roger 
W. Robinson, Jr. and Oldřich Černý, 
Executive Director.
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Robinson-Martin Security  
Scholars Program (RMSSP)
The mission of the Prague Security Studies
Institute is being advanced by its central 
initiative, the Robinson-Martin Security 
Scholars Program (RMSSP). Unlike in the 
Czech Republic, undergraduate and grad-
uate students abroad have numerous op-
portunities to pursue the fields of national
security and strategic studies. According-
ly, PSSI launched its Security Scholars 
Program in 2002, seeking to expand the 
number of available courses and field trips
covering a broad spectrum of security-re-
lated subjects. This year marked the fourth
graduating class of PSSI, and now claims 
over fifty talented alumni.

Accredited by the prestigious Charles 
University, RMSSP offers highly qualified
and motivated Czech university students 
the opportunity to participate in a series of 
lectures treating various topics, including 
national security, intelligence, NATO, the 
Middle East, North Korea, security-minded 

corporate governance and energy security. 
This two-semester introductory course fea-
tures a distinguished list of senior former 
and current policy professionals from the 
Czech Republic, Europe and the United 
States. A key component of the program are 
field trips to topic-relevant locations such
as NATO and EU headquarters in Brussels. 
Special guest lectures by international se-
curity and business experts are likewise an 
indispensable part of RMSSP. The fifth year
of RMSSP begins in February 2006.

Whitaker Chair & Security Studies  
at Charles University
PSSI has been honored to endow the James 
Q. Whitaker Chair in Security Studies at 
Charles University, inaugurated by two cour-
ses focusing on issues of strategic impor-
tance to Central and Eastern Europe. Scores 
of university students participate annually 
in these courses, which are regarded as the 
first steps in the establishment of an under-
graduate major or specialization in security 

studies in the fall of 2006. A PSSI-sponsored 
Masters Degree program is planned to com-
mence in the fall of 2008.

Collegiate Network (June 2005)
Over the past four years, the Intercollegiate 
Studies Institute’s Collegiate Network Pro-
gram and PSSI have joined forces in orga-
nizing a Geo-strategic Journalism Course 
for American students from all over the 
U.S. Each year, the Institute arranges meet-
ings with leading Czech politicians, schol-
ars, opinion leaders and journalists. By 
interacting with these policy professionals, 
students deepen their understanding of 
the challenges facing Central Europe and 
its young democracies.

NATO Summer School  
(September 2005)
To expand the existing network of young 
experts in security studies, PSSI organized 
a NATO Summer School on “The Security
Challenges in the 21st Century”. This presti-
gious course brought together nearly thirty 
students of various graduate programs in 
international relations and related fields.
Convened at the scenic Vilémov Castle, 
the Summer School, features days divided 
between formal lectures and interactive 
workshops. PSSI aims to continue this en-
deavor with a second Summer School to be 
convened in September 2006.

The Corporate Council Program was estab-
lished in the fall of 2003 in recognition of the 
educational benefits of integrating the man-
agement and decision-making skills of lead-
ing business executives from across the globe 
into the future growth of PSSI. This program
is guided by William F. Martin, who serves 
as its Chairman. The growth strategy for the
Corporate Council involves constructing 
mutually-reinforcing relationships between 
a variety of corporations and PSSI. The Cor-
porate Council seeks to develop a dynamic 

between corporate executives and our secu-
rity scholars. In this respect, PSSI offered its
first Corporate / NGO Internship in the U.S.
in the summer of 2005.

PSSI Visit to Japan (August 2005)
A major achievement of the Corporate 
Council Program in 2005 was a two-week 
visit to Japan by eight of RMSSP alumni, or-
ganized by Konosuke Sugiura and conduct-
ed by the staff of the Tokyo Electric Power,
Kansai Electric Power, Chubu Electric Pow-

er and Tohoku Electric Power Companies. 
In addition to visiting nuclear and gas pow-
er plants of the respective utility companies, 
two important seminars were organized to 
discuss regional economic development 
and manufacturing in order to draw lessons 
appropriate for the Czech Republic. The
program included events convened by our 
distinguished hosts, Mr. Yohsaku Fuji, Mr. 
Fumio Kawaguchi and Mr. Nobuya Minami 
along with the students from each region. 
The program included many technological
and cultural visits, including trips to histori-
cal sites in Kyoto; the Toyota factory and In-
ternational Expo in Nagoya; the city area of 
Tokyo; and the beach of the Japan Sea in Ni-
igata. This visit to Japan and learning about
its corporate and social values provided the 
students with a rich experience – which 
they will treasure in the period ahead.

Security 
Scholars 
Programs

Corporate 
Council  
Program

 W. F. Martin and O. Černý at the Energy 
Security Symposium in Tokyo. Left: PSSI
Group at the Kiyomizu-dera Temple.

NATO Summer School held at the  
Vilémov Castle, September 10–14, 2005.
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In 2005, the Prague Security Studies In-
stitute coordinated a range of activities 
reaching beyond its core educational and 
research programs. The main purpose of
these seminars is to contribute to demo-
cratic institution-building in the post-
communist countries and to share know-
how and experiences gained during the 
transition process in the Czech Republic.

Security System Reform  
(May 2005)
Following up on our past activities 
preceding the Ukrainian Orange Rev-

olution of 2004, this project offered a 
platform for expert discussions among 
Czech and Ukrainian specialists from 
the civil service, NGOs, policy groups, 
and senior governmental representa-
tives. Experiences gained during the 
reforms of the Czech security system 
in the 1990s were shared with former 
as well as current governmental and 
ministry officials and leading security 
experts. 

In the upcoming year, PSSI will seek 
to expand this program into the post-So-
viet community and the Balkans.

International Security and NATO  
(May 2005; November 2005)
PSSI, in cooperation with the Czech 
Euro-Atlantic Council and the Insti-
tute of International Relations, orga-
nized two workshops on International 
Security and NATO designed for forty 
university students from Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

The program aims at better under-
standing NATO’s role in the 21st century. 
In addition, it examined EU–NATO re-
lations and the Czech experience with 
integration into Euro-Atlantic struc-
tures. 

The participants had an opportunity 
to hear from, and interact with, high 
level Czech and foreign diplomats, rep-
resentatives of the military and secu-
rity organizations as well as NGOs. The 
third workshop will take place in Spring 
of 2006.

The Prague Security Studies Institute es-
tablished the Program of Atlantic Secu-
rity Studies (PASS) in cooperation with 
the Association for International Affairs in
April 2003 to augment its Security Scholars 
Program and serve as the Institute’s pub-
lic policy arm. PASS has been organizing 
periodic lectures, seminars, and publica-
tions relevant to the security dimensions 
of trans-Atlantic political, economic, trade, 
energy, financial, and military affairs. An-
nual PASS conferences have marked the 
PASS program over the past three years.

The first such conference was convened
on the premises of the Czech Senate in 
mid-October 2003 and entitled “NATO 
and the Greater Middle East”. Its partici-
pants included Madeleine Albright, Václav 
Havel, Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, 
and Nicholas Burns.

The PASS conference in 2004 was en-

titled “Energy and Security: Global Chal-
lenges – Regional Perspectives”. Partici-
pants included the Former Prime Minister 
of Poland, Jerzy Buzek; US Under Secretary 
of State Paula Dobriansky; former Presi-
dent of the Tokyo Electric Power Com-
pany, Nobuya Minami; and David Waller, 
the Deputy Director General of IAEA. The
participants addressed a number of inter-
related issues concerning energy, security 
and the environment. Drawn from the dis-
cussions were a set of “Prague Principles 
for Energy Security”. In 2005, PASS con-
vened two major events that treated topics 
consistent with the Institute’s mission.

US Relations with the New Europe 
(March 2005)
In cooperation with the New York Uni-
versity in Prague, PASS hosted an inter-
national conference on “US Relations 

with the New Europe: How to Face New 
Threats”. The conference examined the
state of relations between the United 
States and Europe after the Iraq War in
2003, and the role of new EU members in 
the contemporary transatlantic discourse.

Business and Security: Who Will 
Pay the Price? (October 2005)
Following the success of its previous two 
conferences, PASS organized an interna-
tional conference on “Business and Securi-
ty: Who Will Pay the Price?” held on Octo-
ber 10–12, 2005. The conference provided
a forum for debate within the international 
community on the nexus between global 
business activities and security concerns. 
It also addressed broader issues including 
security-minded corporate governance, 
business perspectives on global security 
and threat assessments, challenges to in-
ternational insurance companies, and the 
proper role of multilateral institutions, 
such as NATO. “Security-Minded Corpo-
rate Governance Principles” were adopted 
at the conference, which hosted over 100 
international and Czech participants, in-
cluding the NATO Supreme Allied Com-
mander Europe, General James Jones.

Program  
of Atlantic  
Security 
Studies 
(PASS)

Outreach
Training
Programs

Keynote Speech by Gen. James L. Jones, 
SACEUR, at the PASS “Business and 
Security” Conference.

Alexandr Vondra and Oldřich Černý 
briefing young professionals  
from Serbia and Montenegro.
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Contact Info
Prague Security Studies Institute
Pohořelec 6, 118 00 Prague 1
Czech Republic

Tel./fax: +420 233 355 735
Email: pssi@pssi.cz
WWW: www.pssi.cz

Queries about PSSI activities and proj-
ects can also be directed to Mr. Jan 
Havránek, Program Coordinator (e-mail: 
havranek@pssi.cz).

Your Support is Appreciated
As PSSI is rapidly expanding its pro-
grams, we would welcome your sup-

port for our efforts. Tax deductible
contributions can be made to PSSI 
through the Atlas Economic Research 
Foundation: Atlas Economic Research 
Foundation, 2000 North 14th Street,  
Suite 550, Arlington, VA 22201, U.S.A., 
phone: (703) 934-6969, fax: (703) 
352-7530. Our primary contact at 
the Foundation is Mr. Bradley Lips, 
Chief Operating Officer (e-mail: brad.
lips@atlasusa.org).

Our direct PSSI Account is located at 
the Komerční banka, a.s. (Na Příkopě 
33, 11407 Prague 1, Czech Republic):
IBAN CZ7401000000512281850237
BIC / SWIFT Code: KOMBCZPP

The principal activity of PSSI will involve
educating, training and networking among 
our scholars and policy profesionals in cut-
ting-edge security issue areas. PSSI plans 
to continue to offer its Security System Re-
form Module to its partners in transitional 
countries (e.g. Ukraine, Serbia & Montene-
gro, Moldova) and thus contribute to their 
increasing capacities and promotion of 
good governance in the security portfolio. 

PSSI systematically builds bridges be-
tween the public and private sectors in the 
security and defense arenas. In 2006, PSSI 
will embark upon a ‘ZEN’ project that will 
combine or merge innovative thinking 
and technology in energy management. 

PSSI, through its Program of Atlantic 
Security Studies (PASS), will advance new 
perspectives on the global security agen-
da for policy-makers across the Atlantic. 
It also aims at producing policy papers 
and organizing gatherings that will call 
for creative thinking and bold decisions. 
The main topic of the annual PASS con-
ference will be interdependence between 
the democracy and security agendas, the 
key importance of democratic and civil 
governance in security and military af-
fairs, as well as the promotion and pro-
tection of democracy and freedom.

Jiří Schneider, Program Director

The Year Ahead — 2006

PSSI International  
Advisory Board
Václav Havel
Elie Wiesel
R. James Woolsey
Alexandr Vondra
Timothy Garton Ash
Michael Žantovský
Michael Novak
Adam Michnik
Robert Pfaltzgraff
Dorothy Stapleton
H.R.H. Prince Hassan
Nobuya Minami

PSSI Executive Committee
R. Daniel McMichael, Chairman
James Q. Whitaker
Curtin Winsor, Jr.
Roger W. Robinson, Jr.
Jan Ruml
William F. Martin
Ingrid Aielli
Antonín Berdych
Jan Jirák
Alejandro Chafuen
Frank J. Gaffney, Jr.
C. Richard D’Amato

PASS
Antonín Berdych
Oldřich Černý
Petr Mareš
Jiří Schneider
Luboš Veselý
Alexandr Vondra
Michael Žantovský

PASS Advisory Board
Madeleine Albright
Timothy Garton Ash
Ronald Asmus
Erika Csekes
Gabriel Eichler
Jeff Gedmin
Pierre Hassner
Václav Havel
Henry Kissinger
Adam Michnik
Dominique Moïsi
Joshua Muravchik
George Robertson
Roger W. Robinson, Jr.
Jacques Rupnik
Karel Schwarzenberg
Craig Stapleton

Above: Jiří Schneider, PSSI Program Director. Below: View of the City of Prague.

4


